* Progressive values are the best of traditional American values. Stand up
for your values with dignity and strength. You are a true patriot because of
your values.

* Remember that right-wing ideologues have convinced half of the country
that the strict father family model, which is bad enough for raising
children, should govern our national morality and politics. This is the
model that the best in American values has defeated over and over again
in the course of our history—from the emancipation of the slaves to
women’s suffrage, Social Security and Medicare, the civil rights and
voting rights acts, Brown v. the Board of Education, and Roe v. Wade.
Each time we have unified our country more behind our finest traditional
values.

* Remember that most people have both strict and nurturant models, either
actively or passively, perhaps active in different parts of their lives. Your
job is to activate for politics the nurturant, progressive values already there
(perhaps only passively) in whoever you’re talking to.

What do I tell my students when they ask what to say at Thanksgiving
dinner? My advice: Ask your aunt or grandfather what they are most proud of
that helped other people. Those of my students who have done this report
that, to their surprise, their grandfather or other relative did a number of good
things to help others and show some important social concerns. My next bit
of advice: Keep talking about those things. The more you keep talking about
their empathy and responsibility toward others, the closer you can get to
them. Don’t try to convert them. Just try to open up and maintain a positive
relationship. If you show respect and affection for your relatives, you may get
some back.

* Be sure to show respect to the conservatives you are responding to. No
one will listen to you if you don’t accord them respect. Listen to them.
You may disagree strongly with everything that is being said, but you
should know what is being said. Be sincere. Avoid cheap shots. What if
they don’t show you respect? Two wrongs don’t make a right. Turn the



