
protection lawyer is a corporate lawyer who typically makes $400–
500/per hr., and we pay that in higher prices for goods and services.

Every time someone started screaming about “gay marriage” I’d
ask if they want the federal government to tell them who they could
marry. I’d go on to explain when challenged that once government
has crossed the huge barrier into telling one group of people who
they could not marry, it is only a small step to telling other groups,
and a smaller yet step to telling people who they had to marry.

I also asked for definitions. Every time someone would holler
“dirty liberal,” I’d request their definition of “liberal.”

The last was my own hot button. Every time someone would
scream “abortion,” “baby-killer,” etc., I’d suggest that if they are
anti-abortion, then by all means, they should not have one.

I’ve got to tell you, the results were startling to me. I had some
other people (completely unknown to me) join me and take up the
same tacks. By last night, the chat room was civil. An amazing (to
me) number of posters turned off their capitalization and we were
actually having conversations.

I’m going to keep this up, but I really wanted you to know that I
heard Dr. Lakoff, appreciate his work, and am trying to put it into
practice. And it’s really really fun.

Thanks,

Penney Kolb

This book is written for people like Penney Kolb. Progressives are
constantly put in positions where they are expected to respond to
conservative arguments. It may be over Thanksgiving dinner, around the
water cooler, or in front of an audience. But because conservatives have
commandeered so much of the language, progressives are often put on the
defensive with little or nothing to say in response.

But sooner or later, you are in Penney’s position. What do you do?
Penney’s instincts are impeccable, and provide us with guidelines.


