
the whole. Conservatism in all those domains of interest is required for
conservatism to reign.

This has been achieved through the recognition that many working people
and evangelical Protestants have a strict father morality in their families or
religious lives. Conservative intellectuals have realized that these are the
same values that drive political conservatism. They have also realized that
people vote their values and their identities more than their economic self-
interests. What they have done is to create, via framing and language, a link
between strict father morality in the family and religion on the one hand and
conservative politics and business on the other. This conceptual link must be
so emotionally strong in those who are not wealthy that it can overcome
economic self-interest.

Their method for achieving this has been the cultural civil war—a civil
war carried out with everything short of live ammunition—pitting Americans
with strict father morality (called conservatives) against Americans with
nurturant parent morality (the hated liberals), who are portrayed as
threatening the way of life and the cultural, religious, and personal identities
of conservatives.

Conservative political and intellectual leaders faced a challenge in
carrying out their goals. They represented an economic and political elite, but
they were seeking the votes of middle- and lower-class working people. They
needed, therefore, to identify conservative ideas as populist and liberal or
progressive ideas as elitist—even though the reverse was true. They faced a
massive framing problem, a problem that required a change in everyday
language and thought. But strict father morality gave them an important
advantage: It suggests that the wealthy have earned their wealth, that they are
good people who deserve it—and that those who govern, both in the public
and private sphere, should maintain the right moral order in society. It is a
kind of conservative social contract.

Through the work of their think tank intellectuals, their language
professionals, their writers and ad agencies, and their media specialists,
conservatives have worked a revolution in thought and language over forty to
fifty years. Through language they have branded liberals (whose policies are


