how the administration decides policy, no right to a living wage, and so on.
However, there is a right to owning guns—especially conservatives owning
guns—since guns provide a form of authority to those who possess them.

DeEMocracy. A strict father democracy is an institutional democracy
operating under strict father values. It counts as a democracy in that it has
elections, a tripartite government, civilian control of the military, free
markets, basic civil liberties, and widely accessible media. But strict father
values are seen as central to democracy—to the empowerment of
individuals to change their lives and their society by pursuing their
individual interests.

FoRrEIGN poLICcY. America is the world’s moral authority. It is a superpower
because it deserves to be. Its values—the right values—are defined by strict
father morality. If there is to be a moral order in the world, American
sovereignty, wealth, power, and hegemony must be maintained and
American values—conservative family values, the free market,
privatization, elimination of social programs, domination of man over
nature, and so on—spread throughout the world.

THE CULTURE WAR. Strict father morality defines what a good society is. The
very idea of a conservatively defined good society is threatened by liberal
and progressive ideas and programs. That threat must be fought at all costs.
The very fabric of society is at stake.

Those are the basics. Those are the ideas and values that the right wing
wants to establish, nothing less than a radical revolution in how America and
the rest of the world functions. That the vehemence of the culture war is
provoked and maintained by conservatives is no accident. For strict father
morality to gain and maintain political power, disunity is required. First, there
is economic disunity, the two-tier economy with the “unworthy” poor
remaining poor and serving the “deserving” rich. But to stay in power,
conservatives need the support of the conservative poor. That is, they need a
significant percentage of the poor and middle class to vote against their
economic interests and for their individual, social, and religious interests.
This means that what appears to be a division among conservatives on the
basis of domains of interest actually constitutes strength for conservatism on



