Both same-sex marriage and abortion are stand-ins for the general strict
father values that define for millions of people their identities as
conservatives. That is the reason why these are such hot-button issues for
conservatives.

To understand this is not to ignore the real pain and difficulty involved in
decisions made by individual women to terminate a pregnancy. For those
truly concerned with the lives and health of children, the decision to end a
pregnancy for whatever reason is always painful and anything but simple. It
is this pain that conservatives are exploiting when they use ending
pregnancy as a wedge issue in the cultural civil war they have been
promoting.

There are also those who are genuinely pro-life, who believe that life
begins with conception, that life is the ultimate value, and who therefore
support prenatal care, postnatal care, health insurance for poor children, and
early childhood education, and who oppose the death penalty, war, and so
on. They also recognize that any woman choosing to end a pregnancy is
making a painful decision, and empathize with such women and treat them
without a negative judgment. These are pro-life progressives—often liberal
Catholics. They are not conservatives who use the question of ending
pregnancy as a political wedge to gain support for a broader moral and
political agenda.

Narture. God has given man dominion over nature. Nature is a resource for
prosperity. It is there to be used for human profit.

Corrorartions. Corporations exist to provide people with goods and services,
and to maximize profits for investors and upper management. They work
most “efficiently” when they do maximize their profits. When corporations
profit, society profits.

REecuLATION. Government regulation stands in the way of free enterprise, and
should be minimized.

RigHTs. Rights must be consistent with morality. Strict father morality
defines the limits of what is to count as a “right.”

Thus there is no right to an abortion, no right to same-sex marriage, no
right to health care (or any other government assistance), no right to know



