of wealth in society. Of course, students who show exceptional discipline
and talent should be given scholarships to the better schools. This will help
maintain the social elite as a natural elite.

HEALTH CcARE. It is the responsibility of parents to take care of their children.
To the extent that they cannot, they are not living up to their individual
responsibility. No one has the responsibility of doing other people’s jobs for
them. Thus prenatal care, postnatal care, health care for children, and care
for the aged and infirm are matters of individual responsibility. They are not
the responsibility of taxpayers.

SAME-SEX MARRIAGE AND ABORTION. Same-sex marriage does not fit the strict
father model of the family; it goes squarely against it. A lesbian marriage
has no father. A gay marriage has “fathers” who are taken to be less than
real men. Since preserving and extending the strict father model is the
highest moral value for conservatives, same-sex marriage constitutes an
attack on the conservative value system as a whole, and on those whose
very identity depends on their having strict father values.

Abortion works similarly. There are two stereotypical cases where women
need abortions: unmarried teenagers who have been having “illicit” sex, and
older women who want to delay child rearing to pursue a career. Both of
these fly in the face of the strict father model. Pregnant teenagers have
violated the commandments of the strict father. Career women challenge the
power and authority of the strict father. Both should be punished by bearing
the child; neither should be able to avoid the consequences of their actions,
which would violate the strict father model’s idea that morality depends on
punishment. Since conservative values in general are versions of strict
father values, abortion stands as a threat to conservative values and to one’s
identity as a conservative.

Conservatives who are “pro-life” are mostly, as we have seen, against
prenatal care, postnatal care, and health care for children, all of which have
major causal effects on the life of a child. Thus they are not really pro-life in
any broad sense. Conservatives for the most part are using the idea of
terminating a pregnancy as part of a cultural-war strategy to gain and
maintain political power.



