Christ, as savior, gives sinners a second chance—a chance to be born
again and be obedient to God’s commandments this time around.

THE MORAL ORDER. Traditional power relations are taken as defining a natural
moral order: God above man, man above nature, adults above children,
Western culture above non-Western culture, America above other nations.
The moral order is all too often extended to men above women, whites
above nonwhites, Christians above non-Christians, straights above gays.

MoravLity. Preserving and extending the conservative moral system (strict
father morality) is the highest priority.

Morality comes in the form of rules, or commandments, made by a moral
authority. To be moral is to be obedient to that authority. It requires internal
discipline to control one’s natural desires and instead follow a moral
authority. What that authority is depends on your domain of interest: the
individual, governing institutions—both public and private, Wall Street,
conservative society.

Discipline is learned in childhood primarily through punishment for
wrongdoing. Morality can be maintained only through a system of rewards
and punishments.

Economics. Competition for scarce resources also imposes discipline, and
hence serves morality. The discipline required to be moral is the same
discipline required to win competitions and prosper.

The wealthy people tend to be the good people, a natural elite. The poor
remain poor because they lack the discipline needed to prosper. The poor,
therefore, deserve to be poor and serve the wealthy. The wealthy need and
deserve poor people to serve them. The vast and increasing gap between
rich and poor is thus seen to be both natural and good.

To the extent that markets are “free,” they are a mechanism for the
disciplined (stereotypically good) people to use their discipline to
accumulate wealth. Free markets are moral: If everyone pursues his own
profit, the profit of all will be maximized. Competition is good; it produces
optimal use of resources and disciplined people, and hence serves morality.
Regulation is bad; it gets in the way of the free pursuit of profit. Wealthy
people serve society by investing and giving jobs to poorer people. Such a



