involvements that require the buildup and use of state power.

Wall Street conservatives are primarily concerned with the acquisition of
wealth via the corporate world. They include CEOs and upper management
of wealthy corporations, investment bankers, venture capitalists, private asset
managers, hedge fund managers, and anyone whose income primarily comes
from investments. Such conservatives have many political concerns: tax
policy, economic treaties, import-export policy, protection of foreign
investments, government contracts, access to minerals on government lands,
protection of patents and copyrights, property rights versus environmental
rights, energy supplies, control of markets, privatization of public resources,
and so on. They tend to work through lobbyists, advertising, and control of
the media and public discourse.

Finally, there are Tea Party conservatives—social and religious culture
warriors, who want to act aggressively on every front in the culture war
against liberals and progressives.

On the whole, the right wing is attempting to impose a strict father
ideology on America and, ultimately, the rest of the world. Although the
details vary with conservative areas of concern, there are general tendencies.
Many progressives underestimate just how radical an ideology this is.

Here is an account of what the radical right seems to have in mind.

Gobp. Many conservatives start with a view of God that makes conservative
ideology seem both natural and good. God is the ultimate strict father—all
good and all powerful, at the top of a natural hierarchy in which morality is
linked with power. God wants good people to be in charge. Virtue is to be
rewarded—with power. God therefore wants a hierarchical society in which
there are moral authorities who should be obeyed in each domain:
individual power, global power, financial power, social power.

God makes laws—commandments—defining right and wrong. One must
have discipline to follow God’s commandments. God is punitive: He
punishes those who do not follow his commandments, and rewards those
who do. Following God’s laws takes discipline. Those who are disciplined
enough to be moral are disciplined enough to become prosperous and
powerful.



