And if it is true that the divisions among conservatives make them
stronger, not weaker, then progressives had better be aware of it.

No matter what progressives believe about conservative fragmentation,
though, they need to understand who conservatives are and what they want,
both group by group and on the whole.

At the heart of conservatism is strict father morality, as we have seen. But
strict father morality has complexities and natural variations. What liberals
don’t see is that the diversity can give conservatism as a whole considerable
strength.

Different versions of conservatisms are defined by particular domains of
interest. Strict father morality applies to all the domains—individual liberty
and self-interest, world power, business, and society. These domains of
interest characterize libertarian, neocon, financial, and Tea Party
conservatives.

Domain of Interest Type of Conservative
Individual liberty Libertarian
World Power Neocon
Business Wall Street
Society and Religion Tea Party

They have the same general strict father morality, but apply it to the
domains that they care about most in different ways. The split is not in the
moral theory, but in the domains of interest. With complementary
differences, they stand together as one.

A focus on unimpeded pursuit of self-interest—and with it, extreme limits
on state power over the individual—defines the libertarian strain of right-
wing thought.

Neocons believe in the unbridled use of power (including state power) to
extend the reign of strict father values and ideas into every domain, domestic
and especially international. They are concerned with global financial and
military power, and the use of power at home. They sometimes run up against
libertarians, who object to the use of governmental power and to global



