progressive/liberal morality. (See Moral Politics.) Progressive/liberal
morality begins with empathy, the ability to understand others and feel what
they feel. That is presupposed in responsibility—responsibility for oneself,
for protection, for the care of those who need care, and for the community.
Those were the values that we saw in action among the rescue workers in
New York right after the September 11 attack.

Responsibility requires competence and effectiveness. If you are to deal
responsibly with terrorism, you must deal effectively with all its causes:
religious, social, and enabling. The enabling causes must be dealt with
effectively. Bombing innocent civilians and harming them by destroying their
country’s domestic infrastructure will be counterproductive—as well as
immoral. Responsibility requires care in the place of blundering,
overwhelming force.

Massive bombing would be irresponsible. Failure to address the religious
and social causes would be irresponsible. The responsible response begins
with joint international action to address all three: the social and political
conditions and the religious worldview and the means, with all due care.

Foreign Policy

At a time when terrorist threats come from groups of individuals rather than
states, when wars occur within nations, when “free markets” exist without
freedom, when overpopulation threatens stability and disastrous global
warming, when intolerant cultures limit freedom and promote violence, when
transnational corporations act like oppressive governments, and when the oil
economy threatens the planet’s future, the central problems in today’s world
cannot be solved by state-level approaches.

The state-level part of the answer is to recognize global interdependence
and focus foreign policy on diplomacy, alliances, international institutions,
and strong defensive and peacekeeping forces, with war as a last resort.

But what is needed even more is a moral foreign policy, one that realizes
that America can only be a better America if the world is a better world.
America must become a moral leader using fundamental human values:



