And so you perpetuate a system that helps the right. In the process, it also
does help people. Certainly, it is not that people do not need help. They do.
But what has happened as budgets and taxes get cut is that the right is
privatizing the left. The right is forcing the left to spend ever more private
money on what the government should be supporting.

There are many things that we can do about all this. Let’s talk about where
to start.

The right knows how to talk about values. We need to talk about values. If
we think about it a little, we can list our values. But it is not easy to think
about how the values fit the issues, to know how to talk about every issue
from the perspective of our values, not theirs.

Progressives also have to look at the integration of issues. This is
something that the right is very, very savvy about. They know about what I
call strategic initiatives. A strategic initiative is a plan in which a change in
one carefully chosen issue area has automatic effects over many, many, many
other issue areas.

For example, tax cuts. This seems straightforward, but as a result of tax
cuts there is not enough money in the budget for any of the government’s
social programs. Not just not enough money for, say, homelessness or
schools or environmental protection; instead, not enough money for
everything at once, the whole range. This is a strategic initiative.

Or tort reform, which means putting limits on awards in lawsuits. Tort
reform is a top priority for conservatives. Why do conservatives care so much
about this? Well, as soon as you see the effects, you can see why they care.
Because in one stroke you prohibit all of the potential lawsuits that will be
the basis of future environmental legislation and regulation. That is, it is not
just regulation of the chemical industry or the coal industry or the nuclear
power industry or other things that are at stake. It is the regulation of
everything. If parties who are harmed cannot sue immoral or negligent
corporations or professionals for significant sums, the companies are free to
harm the public in unlimited ways in the course of making money. And
lawyers, who take risks and make significant investments in such cases, will
no longer make enough money to support the risk. And corporations will be



