coal or nuclear power plants. Hence “clean coal.” Conservative legislation
that increases pollution is called the Clear Skies Act. He is supporting global
warming denial by suggesting that people say that the science is not settled
and that our economy should not be threatened. Recently, his focus group
research showed support for cap and trade legislation. He has suggested using
the language of “energy independence,” which supports continued fracking,
but not talking about saving the planet.

Luntz once wrote a memo for talking to women. How do you talk to
women? According to Luntz, women like certain words, so when you are
talking to an audience of women, here are the words you use as many times
as possible: love, from the heart, and for the children. And if you read George
W. Bush’s speeches from that period, love, from the heart, and for the
children show up over and over again.

This kind of language use is a science. Like any science, it can be used
honestly or harmfully. This kind of language use is taught. This kind of
language use is also a discipline. Conservatives enforce message discipline.
In many offices there is a pizza fund: Every time you use the “wrong”
language, you have to put a quarter in the pizza fund. People quickly learn to
say tax relief or partial-birth abortion, not something else.

But Luntz is about much more than language. He recognizes that the right
use of language starts with ideas—with the right framing of the issues, a
framing that reflects a consistent conservative moral perspective, what we
have called strict father morality. Luntz’s writing is not just about language.
For each issue, he explains what the conservative reasoning is, what the
progressive reasoning is, and how the progressive arguments can be best
attacked from a conservative perspective. He is clear: Ideas come first.

One of the major mistakes liberals make is that they think they have all the
ideas they need. They think that all they lack is media access. Or maybe some
magic bullet phrases, the liberal equivalent of partial-birth abortion.

When you think you just lack words, what you really lack are ideas. Ideas
come in the form of frames. When the frames are there, the words come
readily. There’s a way you can tell when you lack the right frames. There’s a
phenomenon you have probably noticed. A conservative on TV uses two



