may identify with their self-interest. That can happen. It is not that people
never care about their self-interest. But they vote their identity. And if their
identity fits their self-interest, they will vote for that. It is important to
understand this point. It is a serious mistake to assume that people are simply
always voting in their self-interest.

A third mistake is this: There is a metaphor that political campaigns are
marketing campaigns where the candidate is the product and the candidate’s
positions on issues are the features and qualities of the product. This leads to
the conclusion that polling should determine which issues a candidate should
run on. Which issue shows the highest degree of support for a candidate’s
position? If it’s prescription drugs, you run on a platform featuring
prescription drugs. Is it keeping social security? Then you run on a platform
featuring social security. You make a list of the top issues, and those are the
issues you run on. You also do market segmentation: District by district, you
find out the most important issues, and those are the ones you talk about
when you go to that district.

It does not work. Sometimes it can be useful, and, in fact, the Republicans
use it in addition to their real practice. But their real practice, and the real
reason for their success, is this: They say what they idealistically believe.
They say it; they talk to their base using the frames of their base. Liberal and
progressive candidates tend to follow their polls and decide that they have to
become more “centrist” by moving to the right. The conservatives do not
move at all to the left, and yet they win!

Why? What is the electorate like from a cognitive point of view? Probably
35 to 40 percent of people have a strict father model governing their politics.
Similarly, there are people who have a nurturant view governing their
politics, probably another 35 to 40 percent. And then there are all the people
who are said to be in the “middle.”

There is no ideology of the middle. There is no moral system or political
position that defines the “middle.” The people in the “middle” are largely
biconceptuals, people who are conservative on some issues and progressive
on others, in all sorts of combinations.

Notice that I said governing their politics. We all have both models, either



