
and what their moral system is. It too comes out of a family model, what I
call the nurturant parent model. The strict father worldview is so named
because according to its own beliefs, the father is the head of the family. The
nurturant parent worldview is gender neutral.

Both parents are equally responsible for raising the children. The
assumption is that children are born good and can be made better. The world
can be made a better place, and our job is to work on that. The parents’ job is
to nurture their children and to raise their children to be nurturers of others.

What does nurturance mean? It means three things: empathy,
responsibility for yourself and others, and a commitment to do your best not
just for yourself, but for your family, your community, your country, and the
world. If you have a child, you have to know what every cry means. You
have to know when the child is hungry, when she needs a diaper change,
when she is having nightmares. And you have a responsibility—you have to
take care of the child. Since you cannot take care of someone else if you are
not taking care of yourself, you have to take care of yourself enough to be
able to take care of the child.

All this is not easy. Anyone who has ever raised a child knows that it is
hard. You have to be strong. You have to work at it. You have to be very
competent. You have to know a lot.

In addition, all sorts of other values immediately follow from empathy,
responsibility for yourself and others, and commitment to do your best for all.
Think about it.

First, if you empathize with your child, you will provide protection. This
comes into politics in many ways. What do you protect your child from?
Crime and drugs, certainly. You also protect your child from cars without
seat belts, from smoking, from poisonous additives in food. So progressive
politics focuses on environmental protection, worker protection, consumer
protection, and protection from disease. These are the things that progressives
want the government to protect their citizens from. But there are also terrorist
attacks, which liberals and progressives have not been very good at talking
about in terms of protection. Protection is part of the progressive moral
system, but it has not been elaborated on enough. And on September 11,


