
• The SEC: cut by $74 million.
• The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum: cut by $3 million.
• The Library of Congress: cut by $30 million.
• The Patent and Trademark Office: cut by $148 million.

Conservatives see this as cutting “wasteful spending”—that is, spending for
“bad” social programs.

Are conservatives against all government? No. They are not against the
military; they are not against homeland security; they are not against tax cuts,
loopholes, and subsidies for corporations; they are not against the
conservative Supreme Court. There are many aspects of government that they
like very much. Subsidies for corporations, which reward the good people—
the investors in those corporations—are great. No problem there.

But they are against nurturance and care. They are against social programs
that take care of people—early childhood education, Medicaid for the poor,
raising the minimum wage, unemployment insurance. That is what they see
as wrong. That is what they are trying to eliminate on moral grounds. That is
why they are not merely a bunch of crazies or mean and greedy—or stupid—
people, as many liberals believe. What is even scarier is that conservatives
are acting on principle, on what they believe is moral. And they have
supporters around the country. People who have strict father morality and
who apply it to politics are going to believe that this is the right way to
govern.

Think for a minute about what this says about foreign policy. Suppose you
are a moral authority. As a moral authority, how do you deal with your
children? Do you ask them what they should do or what you should do? No.
You tell them. What the father says, the child does. No back talk.
Communication is one-way. It is the same with foreign policy. That is, the
president does not engage in diplomacy or ask the help of allies; the president
tells. If you are a moral authority, you know what is right, you have power,
and you use it. You would be immoral yourself if you abandoned your moral
authority.

Map this onto foreign policy, and it says that you cannot give up


