IMPORTANT CONCEPTS IN CHAPTER 8

« Cause-and-effect arguments are important in everyday life as well as
in formal debates.

« The three parts of a causal argument include describing an alleged
cause, describing an effect, and demonstrating that the relationship
between the two is causal.

«  Three common methods used to support and refute cause-and-effect
arguments include the method of agreement, the method of differ-
ence, and the method of correlation.

« Some important types of causes include necessary and sufficient
causes, contributory causes, and intervening or counteracting causes.

« When constructing a causal argument, debaters can follow this
process: describe a feature of the cause, demonstrate the effect, and
demonstrate a causal relationship between the two.

«  Some ways to refute a causal argument include: refuting the descrip-
tion of the cause, showing alternate causes for the effect, disagree-
ing with the alleged effect, and showing that the relationship is not
causal.
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