
SOURCES OF DEBATE EVIDENCE

Mastery of debate research requires source variety. Debate judges, much like the
English teachers who grade your essays, are impressed by researchers who dig below
the surface of a topic. Digging below the surface means looking into books, government
documents, law reviews, and reports from major think tanks. Newspaper and magazine
accounts are often very useful—and they are certainly the easiest to read—but the
cutting-edge researcher treats these sources as merely a beginning place. The following
paragraphs describe how to gain access to a wider world of ideas and arguments.

BOOKS

Books are too often neglected as a resource for modern debate research. This is
unfortunate because some of the best debate evidence on debate topics appears in
books.
Gaining access to books sometimes involves either travel or expense. Finding a
particular book often means visiting the closest college library or purchasing the book
through Amazon.com (or one of its online competitors). Before deciding to buy a book,
however, check into whether your high school or public library is a member of the
Online Computer Library Center (OCLC). If so, it might be able to obtain the book
through interlibrary loan.
An exciting new Internet tool puts the world of books at your fingertips. Worldcat—the
computerized card catalog that lists all the books available in American libraries—is
now freely available on the Internet at www.worldcat.org. Worldcat is the premier
research tool for locating books. After you have located a book on Worldcat, you have
all the information necessary for ordering the book through interlibrary loan. In fact,
Worldcat is owned and operated by the Online Computer Library Center.
Explore the power of Worldcat by clicking its Advanced search link. Try entering a
search term such as “sub-Saharan Africa” and limiting the dates to nothing older than
2004. This search produces more than 2,000 books. Notice that Worldcat allows you to
save this list to your computer in any order you choose (by author name, date, or
relevance to your topic). By clicking one of the books, you will discover other powerful
tools. If, for example, you click the book titled A Continent for the Taking: The
Tragedy and Hope of Africa, you will see numerous additional links. By clicking the
link labeled Biographical Information, you will discover that the author, Howard
French, is a senior writer for The New York Times who has won numerous journalistic
awards for his coverage of African issues. By clicking the Sample Text link, you will
be shown the first two pages of the book where the author is explaining his purpose in
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