
Metasearch engines are Internet search engines that submit your search to other search
engines. The best of the metasearch engines are SearchOnLine, Dogpile, Mama, and
Webcrawler. The metasearch engines advertise that they are superior to any one search
engine because they report results from four or five major Internet search engines.
Although this is useful for some purposes, it is not the best means to conduct debate
research. The metasearch engine sends a simple search request to other search engines,
meaning you are foregoing the opportunity to use the advanced search function that
almost all major search engines make available to you. This means you often lose the
capability to do exact phrase searching, limitation by date, limitation by domain, and
limitation by file type. It is also often true that you receive fewer hits from each of the
major search engines than if you were to issue the search from directly within that
search engine.
The domain of a web page tells you something about the origin of that page. Each web
page on the Internet has a closing three-letter code such as .com, .edu, .gov, or .net—
this is its domain. In most instances, the .edu domain means the web page is housed in
or provided by a college or university. The .gov domain means the web page is
maintained by a federal, state, or local government. The .com and .net domains usually
mean a commercial enterprise hosts that page. Most of the major search engines (in the
advanced search options) allow you to limit a search to particular domains.
PDF stands for portable document file and indicates that a document is being made
available in a format that will look just like an original document in print (complete
with page numbers). PDF files are designed to be viewed and printed in Adobe Acrobat
Reader (available free for download from the Internet). The advantage for the debater is
that information gathered from a PDF file can be cited at a particular page number (the
same page number it would have if you had access to the original printed document).
Almost all congressional hearings (starting with the 105th and 106th Congresses) are
available in PDF format. This not only means that you can download a hearing that’s
identical to the printed one, but it also means you have almost immediate access to a
hearing after it has been held.
PDF files also carry the advantage that they are usually made available from well-
established sources on the Internet. Again, however, the software necessary to “read”
PDF documents is available free on the Internet. You will know that a document for
download is available in PDF format if the Internet URL ends in .pdf. Most of the major
search engines allow you to search for only those web pages that make a PDF download
available.
HTML stands for HyperText Markup Language and is the code used for creating web
pages. You don’t really need to be an HTML programmer to be able to write a web
page because numerous programs such as Netscape Composer and Microsoft FrontPage


