14.2 Hence a speaker should offer points of information both before and after that speaker has
given his or her substantive speech.

15.1 The speaker has the absolute right to refuse to accept a point of information, or to accept it
only at the end of the next sentence.

15.2 However, a speaker is obliged to accept some points of information, provided that they have
been offered at reasonable times in the speaker's speech.

15.3 As a general rule a speaker should accept at least 2 points of information in his or her speech.
But a speaker who accepts a significantly greater number of points of information risks losing
control of his or her speech.

15.4 Members of the opposing team should not offer an excessive number of points of
information to the point that they are barracking. As a general rule each team member should
offer between 2 and 4 points of information per speech, and should not offer them within a short
time of a previous point of information having been offered.

16.1 The response by the speaker to a point of information should be included in the mark for that
speaker's speech.

16.2 The offering of points of information should be included in the mark for the speaker offering
points.

E. The Judging

17.1 Judges mark independently of each other, and should sit apart from each other during the
debate so that they cannot see each other's mark-sheets.

17.2 At the end of the debate, the judges fill in their mark-sheets independently, and hand them
to the person chairing the debate before leaving the debate room briefly to confer.

17.3 The purpose of the conference is to brief one of the judges to give a short adjudication on
behalf of the judges.

17.4 The adjudication should be short, and should explain the result to the audience. In particular,
it should set out the key reasons why the winning team won, and comment on significant matters
of debate style or technique that were displayed in the debate.

17.5 The adjudication should be constructive, not negative.

F. Marking Standard

Substantive Speeches (out of 100)
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