
5.4.1 The Proposition’s ability to set reasonable parameters to a debate does not provide a licence  
to restrict the motion arbitrarily.  

5.4.2 When the motion requires the Proposition to propose a solution to a problem and the  
Proposition has to set out the details of its proposed solution to prove its effectiveness, the  
Proposition must ensure that the detailed solution given (the Proposition’s ‘model’ or ‘plan’) is a  
reasonable one, such that the ordinary intelligent person would accept it is applicable to the  
debate.  

5.5 If the Proposition’s definition is unreasonable, the Opposition may:  

5.5.1 Accept it anyway (and debate the Proposition’s case regardless);  

5.5.2 Challenge it (argue that the definition is unreasonable, put up an alternative, reasonable  
definition and a case based on this);  

5.5.3 Broaden the debate back to the words in the motion (if the Proposition has unreasonably  
restricted the motion and is arguing a narrower version of it);  

5.5.4 Challenge the definition (as in 5.5.2), but argue that ‘even if’ it is reasonable, the  
Proposition’s case is flawed (as in 5.5.1).  

5.6 The definition settled, each team has to present a case, supported by arguments and  
examples.  

5.6.1 A case sums up the team’s arguments and states why its side of the motion is correct. 
5.6.2 Arguments are reasons or rationales why the team’s case is correct.  

5.6.3 Examples are facts, events, occurrences and the like that show the team’s arguments are  
correct.  

5.7 Whereas an unduly restrictive definition (such as limiting a general motion to a single example)  
is illegitimate and can be challenged or broadened, a Proposition that runs a restrictive case (such  
as limiting itself to a single argument) acts legitimately and cannot be challenged for doing so, but  
runs the risk of the Opposition being able to more easily counter that case (by disproving that one  
argument and/ or by raising other arguments that disprove the motion, as defined). 

 

C. The Roles of the Speakers  

6.1 The role of the first speaker of the proposition is to define the topic, establish the issues for  
the debate, outline the proposition case, announce the case division between the speakers, and  
present his or her part of the proposition case.  

6.2 The proposition may define the topic in any way provided that the definition - 
6.2.1 is reasonably close to the plain meaning of the topic,  

6.2.2 allows the opposition team reasonable room to debate,  

6.2.3 is not tautological or truistic, and  
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