The Tower That Sucks in Smog

and Spits Out Clean Air
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he city of Beijing has such a big problem with its air
quality that there are days when you can't see the
buildings on the other side of the street. According to
Nature Magazine, air pollution is responsible for three
s million deaths per year, and most of these deaths are in
Asia. More and more people suffer from chest pain and
have difficulty breathing. Children and the elderly are
most at risk.

The ‘Smog’ - a blend of the words ‘smoke’ and ‘fog’ - is
10 mainly caused by car exhaust fumes, factory smoke and
dust storms from local construction projects. To protect
themselves from the unhealthy effects of pollution,
people wear face masks and children play sports indoors.
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Last week, a Smog Free Tower was erected in the arts

15 district of Beijing. It is part of an air purifying project by
Daan Roosegaarde from Holland and is designed to take
iIn smog and release clean air. The seven-metre-high
tower resembles the kind of air purifier you may have
In your house. Roosegaarde describes it as the largest
smog vacuum cleaner in the world.
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20 The Smog Free Tower was created by Roosegaarde and
a green tech company in the Netherlands. It runs on
renewable power. Smog particles that are dangerous
to health are collected and stored inside the tower. The
tower then blows out cleaner air. Roosegaarde uses the

25 collected smog particles to make jewellery. When you
buy a Smog Free Ring or a pair of cufflinks, you buy 1,000
cubic metres of clean air.

Roosegaarde got the idea for the Smog Free Project

when he visited Beijing in 2013. One day he looked out
30 of his hotel window and he simply couldn’t see anything.

The city had disappeared under a thick layer of smog.

Roosegaarde’s project has the support of the Chinese
Ministry of Environmental Protection, who have
requested towers in four other cities. Roosegaarde is
35 planning to set up 800 of his giant air purifiers in parks
all over China to raise awareness of the huge problem
of pollution. He believes that both citizens and the
government need to work together to fight pollution. His
dream is that in ten to fifteen years from now, we won't
40 need his towers anymore.
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