president in 2008 clearly did not eliminate racism from American
society. In fact, Obama’s time in power may even have done some
harm by lulling people into a false sense of security, making them
imagine that the problem of race in the US had been sqlved; the
upsurge of racist rhetoric and white supremacist violence in the US
under President Trump has shown how dangerous that complacency
was. My concern is that the Government’s measure will give the
impression that sexism has been eliminated, when it has not; and that
this impression will actually prevent sexism from being tackled.

Secondly, the Government’s measure does not address the real
roots of sexism in our society. As has already been pointed out, MPs
tend to come from educated and prosperous backgrounds; this
applies to female MPs no less than male MPs. But the real scandal
of sexism is not female Oxbridge graduates who were educated
at private schools not getting as many promotions as-th.eir male
colleagues. The real scandal is working-class women in msep_ure
employment as cleaners or carers, unable to support their famllles;
poor, uneducated women suffering silently at the hands of violent
partners, knowing that the police will not take their side; women
driven by poverty into prostitution, at the mercy of brutal pimps and
people traffickers.

DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER

On a point of information.

MEMBER OF THE OPPOSITION

Yes please.

DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER

These issues are all real ones. They need addressing. An equal
parliament is more likely to address them.

MEMBER OF THE OPPOSITION

An equal parliament in terms of gender, maybe; but an equal
parliament dominated still by people who know nothing of the
issues | have outlined, and are therefore likely to think that because
they have an equal number of women MPs, they have solved the
problems of sexism when they have not.

(CHAIR knocks for four minutes.)

To my last point. A 50 / 50 parliament might look like justice. But it
will not achieve justice. It will allow those who wish to keep poor
women, disadvantaged women, forgotten and marginalised women
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in their place, to say, ‘Look; you have equality; what more do you
want?’ It will distract and divert energy from the real struggle against
sexism, which is rooted not in political but in economic structures. It
will give the false impression that the problem has been solved when
in fact it has merely been avoided.

So, we oppose this measure, not only because it will not work, but
because it is an unnecessary distraction from the real issues. It will
not achieve equal power for women; it will not tackle the roots of
sexism; it will be a mere smokescreen, hiding the failure to tackle

the real problem. It is the wrong solution to a real problem, and must
be opposed.

CHAIR

I thank the Member of the Opposition for his fine speech and call on
the Government Whip to sum up the case for the Government side.

GOVERNMENT WHIP
Thank you, Madam Chair.

[ will be summing up the Government’s case for a law making it
compulsory for 50% of MPs to be female. | will be showing how the
current situation means that Parliament is not doing its job, because
itis not representing the British people, how our measure will make it
more representative, and how the increased number of women MPs
will change not only politics for the better, but society as a whole for
the better. | will be showing how the Opposition’s claims that our
measure is undemocratic, unnecessary and counter-productive are

wrong, and how it will be part of the solution to the systemic sexism
in our society to which they refer.

First, though, to respond to the speech by the Member of the
Opposition. He claims that equal representation does not lead to
equal treatment. Well, | have news for him. Equal representation
is part of equal treatment.'”” At the moment, women - not just the
privileged elite he claims make up the majority of MPs, but women
voters, in other words one half of the population - are not treated
equally because they are not being represented equally.

He talks very movingly of the deep systemic sexism suffered by
economically disadvantaged women, and says that our measure will
distract from their struggles.

(CHAIR knocks for one minute.)

However, | think that he is falling into the error of letting the best be
the enemy of the good. Just because correcting one injustice does




